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Warrenville Elementary School 
We are Tracking Success 
 

Greeting from your School Counselor 

Here at Warrenville we are transitioning into a school where everyone 

can be a leader.  If each student applies the 7 habits they will be on track 

for success.  We are continuing with the same habit for the month of De-

cember and that is Begin with the End in Mind.   

Begin With the End in Mind means to think about how you want some-

thing to turn out before you get started.  Reading a recipe before cook-

ing or looking at a map before leaving on a trip is beginning with the 

end in mind.  For young children, a good example is that of a jigsaw 

puzzle.  Before doing a puzzle, they look at the cover of the box.  They 

start with the end in mind.   

 

Young Child Activities:   

1. Habit 2 provides a good base for activities around goal setting.  As a 

family (or with an individual child), choose an area that needs im-

provement.  The area of improvement, or the broad goal, becomes 

your end in mind.  Then think of specific steps that will lead to 

achieving this goal.  For example, if the goal is to improve as a read-

er, specific steps may include reading a certain amount of time every 

day or working several times a week to improve oral fluency.  

2. Ask your child if there is something special he or she would like to 

buy, then help your child plan how much money he or she will need 

to save and how long it will take.  Discuss ideas for earning extra 

money like doing additional chores and helping  around the house. 

3. Create a “wants” and “needs” collage with your child.  Cut out pic-

tures of various items (toys, candy, vegetables, cleaning supplies, 

appliances, books, etc.) from a magazine and then ask your child to 

paste them under the correct column of “wants” or “needs”.  Discuss 

why he or she chose to put the items in the respective columns. 

 

 



 

 
Holiday Decorations Safety Tips from the American Acade-

my of Pediatrics 
 
 
Twinkly lights, candles, holiday trees and plants, ornaments and other decorations 
are an important part of holiday celebrations. Besides being festive and fun, the 
decorations your family brings out every year can help children feel connected to 
family traditions. To help make sure your decorations are safe, the American Acad-
emy of Pediatrics offers some tips: 
When purchasing a live tree, check for freshness. The needles should be hard to 
pull off, and should not break when you bend them. When you tap the tree on the 
ground, only a few needles should fall off. Cut a few inches off the bottom of the 
trunk before putting it in the stand, and be sure to keep the stand filled with wa-
ter. 
 
If you have an artificial tree, make sure it's labeled "Fire Resistant." 
 
When setting up a tree at home, place it away from fireplaces, radiators or porta-
ble heaters. Place the tree out of the way of traffic and do not block doorways. 
 
Use only non-combustible or flame-resistant materials to trim a tree. 
 
Check all lights before hanging them on a tree or in your home, even if you have just 
purchased them. Make sure all the bulbs work and that there are no frayed wires, 
broken sockets or loose connections. 
 
Be cautious about trimmings that may contain lead. Choose tinsel or artificial icicles 
of plastic or nonleaded materials. Light strands may contain lead in the bulb sockets 
and wire coating, sometimes in high amounts. Make sure your lights are out of reach 
of young children who might try to put lights in their mouths, and wash your hands 
after handling them.   
 
Before using lights outdoors, check labels to be sure they have been certified for 
outdoor use. To hold lights in place, string them through hooks or insulated staples, 
not nails or tacks. Never pull or tug lights to remove them. Plug all outdoor electric 
decorations into circuits with ground fault circuit interrupters to avoid potential 
shocks. 
 
When lighting candles, remove flammable materials from the area, and place the 
candles where they will not be knocked over. Never leave a burning candle unattend-
ed. Do not use lighted candles on a tree or near other evergreens. For more fire 
safety tips, listen to "Holiday Fire Safety" on HealthyChildren.org. 
 
In homes with small children, take special care to avoid decorations that are sharp 
or breakable. Keep trimmings with small removable parts out of the reach of chil-
dren to prevent them from swallowing or inhaling small pieces. Avoid trimmings that 
resemble candy or food that may tempt a young child to eat them. 
 
Wear gloves to avoid eye and skin irritation while decorating with spun glass "angel 
hair." Follow container directions carefully to avoid lung irritation while decorating 
with artificial snow sprays. 
 
Remove all wrapping papers, bags, paper, ribbons and bows from tree and fireplace 
areas after gifts are opened. These items can pose suffocation and choking hazards 
to a small child, or can cause a fire if near flame. 
 
Keep potentially poisonous holiday plant decorations, including mistletoe berries, 
Jerusalem cherry, and holly berry, away from children. 
 
  
Please feel free to use them in any print, online or broadcast story, with appropri-
ate attribution of source. 
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